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SUPPORTING DESISTANCE IN PRISON

By Jeslyn Ng & Shermaine Chionh

Q Spot a new aspect of desistance?
RELATIONAL DESISTANCE . Support can come from:
(Tertiary Desistance) .b Pr'sqn Staff.& Inmates
. Family & Friends
‘., Community

Society

Recognition by others that one has changed
Sense of belonging to a community

Why is relational desistance important for you to know?

International research found that offenders faced

and to them'2:
° Individuals need a Individuals think and Individuals hope others
T supportive and caring behave according to what can recognise their
environment to desist we perceive of them efforts and change

Recognise their potential

® . . .
'@’ Provide a !lstenlng ear and providelpositive
and motivate them .
appraisals

Affirm the positive
changes they made

Providing inmates with plays
a crucial part in sustaining their .

How are you supporting relational desistance in your work?

. T~
When was the last time your _ _
inmates shared with you about - Where in your daily work can you
challenges they faced? \ . facilitate opportunities to
How did you respond? e /‘, develop your inmates’ potential?
iy / :
What are some positive | When was the last time you shared a
. \ o 0 N . .
changes you have seen in positive appraisal with your inmate?
your inmates recently? o , How did that impact them?
//
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